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desire; but if we are to listen to ihe
member for Mt. Magnet, every mewber
on this side of the House would seem to
be a political scoundrel. Read his speech
in the morning, and yvou will find sugges-
tions of wrong-doing in every direction.
T venture to think the country is sick
of that kind of thing. The people
do not want us to hurl charges against
each other. They want the businesa of
the country to be reasonably debated.
Criticism 13 healthy, but it shounld .be
just. On the whole, with the exception
of one or two slips made by the hon.
member, I think the debate has pro-
ceeded on fair aud reasonable lines. I
trust that, before the end of the session,
many members on the other ride of the
House will find the Governmwent policy
more comwmendable than they find it at
the present moment,.

On motion by Mr. Holman, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9-31 o’clock,
until the next day.
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Thursday, 11th July, 1907,
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Address-in- Reply.

DEBATE—ADDRESS IN REPLY.
Fourth day.
Resumed from the previous day.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East): I
am pleased to have the opportunity of
speaking to the Address-m-Reply, and
have much pleasure in congratulating the
couniry and the Ministry of the day on
the optimistic character of the Speech.
Unfortunately it does not seem to me
that the man in the street looks with
such hopeful eyes at the general prospects
ahead of us; sotheSpeech should be the
means of conveying to him an alto-
gelher altered tone and assure hiwm
that there are still great prospects
ahead of us. If we all can look at things
in the same light, it will help the Govern-
ment considerably in fostering the many
induostries that are mentioned in the
Speech. In the speeches that have been
delivered by members a fair amount of
attention has been bestowed ou the
nnportant question of immigration, and
we are not alome in this country
anxious to encourage settlers to come to
our shores, but we are pleased to see
that the Tederal Parlinment recoguises
it is of the utmost importance to the
whole of Australia, and people in the
old country are quite willing to back it
up. There seems to be a fuir tangle in
regard to the matter, because of the
different claims the various States have
to put forth, especiully when we hear of
a2 Federal Minister making the state.
ments that have been attributed to him.
It is a verv serious matter indeed for us.
We are paying an Agent General in
London to advertise our country through-
out the length and breadth, not only of
Great Britian, but of the whole world.
Yet while we are advertising our resources
and are paying an Agent General in
England to send us immigrants, we have
a Federal Minister condemning our
country. We also bave other traitors in
the camp who have not backed up the
endeavours of some of our own people.
It must be extremely hard in a country
like Great Britian to persuade people to
give up the livelihood they bave been
following for many years, to break up
their homnes and face the great distance
that lies between us, aund cut themselves
off from all home ties and start out cn a
new life. They first of all have to put
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between themselves and their old howe
and friends the 16.000 miles of ovean.
Naturally it takes people a considerable
time {0 make up their minds whether
they will face the difficulties they have
ahead of them. We can readily under-
stand after they do embark it is a serious
matter for their consideration as to what
will become of them after landing on
new shores.  They may have io their
pockets all the advice tendered to them
by the Agent General. and the assurances
by him that they will have all necessary
attention, and this undoubtedly gives
them great confidence. But still greater
confidence they must have when they
know they have in their pockets letters
of introduction to ome or another im-
portant person, and they feel that
when they present fhose letters of
introduction, all their interests will be
locked after and that they will bave a
friend at once. It seems to me that we
have a serious matter [or consideration
brought before us in  that connection
quite recently by settlers stating, and I
think it was not contradicted, that they
had met with difficulties. Ther had
come here with letters of introduction,
not to Sir William Lyne, but a very
* important personage here, who had filled
the position of Agent General, had been
Premier of this State, and koew the
conditions of livingat home; and these im-
migrants naturally anticipated that they
would be placed in the rizht way of ac.
quiringland, that the person to whom they
came would be well acquainted with all the
avenuves and services required to place
themselves on the land that the Agent
General at home had told them about.
But when we find they are advised that
the Governwent in this country have no
good land for them to go upon, and are
told to walk across the street to the
representative of the Midland Railway,
where they can acquire land, but with
totally different conditions from those
which they had been advised of by the
representatives of the State in the
country from which they came, we can
well understand they would feel they
have grievances againat the country and
also the system which bas been adopted
of treating them on their arrival here.
Without doubt this treatment is not of
the best, and it behaves ng therefore lo
take a lesson from these examples and
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see that better arrangements arg made
for receiving iunnigrants, particularly
when we know their susceptibilities,
which are only natural in people coming
from a country so far away. Several
speeches have also been made witlh re-
gard to the treatment of some of our
own people, in addition to those arriving
from oversea, by the settlers here when
they go into the country and take posi-
tions on the different farms. We bave
been told that those men have received
most drastic treatment at the hands of
the settlers, and I for ome must join
with those who enter a protest against
statements of that kind being hurled
against men now settled in the country.
I must acknowledge that the farm hand
who is employed by these people does
not have clean sheets supplied to him
every night on his bed, he does not get
his bed made for him in the moruning, and
bis hoota are not cleaned ; but in this he
is placed in no different position from
the settler himself, who finds it a very
difficult matter indeed to obtain anyone
to undertake auch services. The majority
of the settlers in the country have to
make their own beds, and it is almost
impossible for them to obtain anyone
to do the cooking even for the hands
employed on the farms.  The experience
of nearly all the settlers is that their
wives bave Lo do the cooking, and T may
say that they do it very well. The
position is that the people who are
needed to perform these services will not
leave the city and prefer to accept one-
guarter of the salary that they would
receive in the country so long as they are
able to reside in the ecity or large towns.
In such circumstances, therefore, the
people in the country are not to blame
because they cannot provide those cow-
forts for the farm hands which seem to
be expected. Some of us in the country
feel somewbat hurt at these statements
being hurled at us. Every now and
then we hear of there being unemployed
in the city and are told that the Gov-
ernment are finding employment for
these men by starting ringbarking and
other works for their benefit. Person-
ally I do not object to the Government
providing that means of emploving the
surplus labour, but we know very well
that it is almost impossible sometimes
for the owners of property to get the
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work which has to be done on their
farms carried out owing to the lack of
labour and the fact that the Government
is entering into competition with them
by the employwment of the surplus hands.
It appears that it is only necessary for a
man fo get o few agitators together, who
shout ont that there is a surplus of
labour on the markets, in order to get
the Government to starl relief works for
them. We Lnow well that there are
numbers of farmers who want to carry
out important works, but cannot get the
men to undertake them. Then when
they do obtain men they find that the
hands will only work for a few weeks
and that as scon as they get a few pounds
together they go away to the botel at
the nearest town where they * knock
down” their cheque, and in addition to
doing themselves a considerable amount
of harm, set a bad example to the young
men and the new settlers in the district.
It is a very easy matter for these new
settlers to drop into the same groove;
but I would hke to qualify this state-
ment by saying that to the credit
of many of these immigrants, they pro-
mise to be some of the finest settlers
wmong us. Personally I bave come in
contact with a good many of these men
and the only drawback to their becom-
ing really first class settlers is that they
do not bring enough capital with them,
Several of these men whom I have met
realise thiz onlv too well themselves.
They are quite satisfied to work honestly
and well, but they have come to the con-
clusion that it would be of no use for
them to enter upon the difficulties that
they see ahead of them, and I am afraid
that in many cases they will return to
the counfry from whence they came. I
must give the Government credit for the
recent steps they have taken towards
giving practical advice to farmers by in-
troducing the best straing of dairy catile
from the other States. I understand
that the Giovernment have recently en-
gaged a dairy expert from New Zealand.
In referring to lhis I would like to point
out that they bave made the appoint-
ment without any reference to the
country or to the Civil Service Com-
missioner. At various times men have
been introduced to this State, and it
scems to me strange that the Govern-
ment should have gone to New Zealand,
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where the elimate and the conditions are
totally different from what they are here,
to obtain a man for the position. Jt
would have been very much better if
they bad applied first of ull in our own
State, where there are many men who
have probably had to undergo retrench-
ment or suffer reverses, but who possess
considerable kuowledge and who also
hold the highest diplomas from the
various agricultural institutions of New
South Wales, Victoria, and South Aus-
tralia. Had these men to whom I have
referred known that an appointment of
the kind which has been made was being
considered by the Government, they
would bave certainly applied for the
position.  With all this talent avail-
able in the State itself, it is strange
that a large salary should be paid for
a man who knows nothing of local
conditions. The idea of appointing
a man to the position of dairy inspector
is a very good one, and the (Fovernment
were right to go outside the State if they
knew that there was not a man here at
the present time who could give good ad-
vice on the question of the estabhshment
of a dairying mdustry. Why did not
the local men get a chance of applying 7
{Hon. W. Maley: They are too slow], I -
do not know that they are too slow, und
certainly they were not given an oppor-
tunity of upplying, for the appointinent
was made without the knowledge of any-
one. The Hon. Mr. Maley might be
thinking that there are no men in the
Agricultural Department suitable for the
position, but the reference I am making
1a to men who are outside that branch of
the service. At various times men have
been employed at different State agricul-
tural farms. It seems to ne that in con-
nection with this matter an enormous
amount of mouney has been wasted. The
whole scheme bas been wothing more
than a mistake in administration, carried
over from one Government to angther.
The mistake has been made ever since
the inception of these farms. It was not
the original idea that they should be
turned into State agricultural farms, but
rather that we should start in the various
districts experimental stations, without
costly buildings and machinery and with-
out undue expenditure, with the idea of
teaching the people in those various
centres how a farm could be managed
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there. They should have been no more
thau experimental stations, and all to be
under the control of ope man who would
travel from one to another in the various
districts to discover what crops could be
profitably grown by the farmers, and
at any rate be able to show them
numbers of new forms of plant life and
the treatment that thes sbould receive,
80 that people settled in the neighbour.
hood might bave a practical object
lesson close at hand. However, vnder
different Administrations the plan was
completely altered, and each of these
institutions bas been turned into some
gort of State farm, college, or other
teaching establishment, with costly
buildings, an enormous quantity of
machinery, and expensive stoek; and we
find on a few hundred acres a sum of
money spent sufficient to equip a farm of
ten times the size. I understand that
various alterations have been made in
most of these establishments, but the
same chaos is probably rampant there as
existed in the past. In my opinion, if
we are to do anything of that kind, the
Government should set apart a large
arex, of lavd for the purpose. Tn spite
of their idea that farming can be success-
fully carried on with 160 or 500 ucres, it
would be ag well to start a model farm
on a 10,000 or 20,000-acre allotment,
where they could establish a nucleus of
what would eventually hecome an agri-
cultural college or teaching establish-
ment. On such an area they conld place
a few of the new settlers whom they are
introducing. If the institution were
endowed with a large area of land it
would probably be successful, but it can-
not succeed if managed so expensively
and recklessly as our State farms have
been in the past. The freezing works to
be erected in the Nor’-West, mentioned
in paragraph 10, bave appeared in
various other speeches by His Excellency.
(Member: They are for Copley.] 1 do
not mind whom they are for; all depends
on the system adopted. I do not know
the whole of the arrangements Dleing
entered into. But we know the deplor-
able condition of affairs recently éaused
by the long-contioued timber strike,
which it seems to me was due to the
fact that a majority of our people
desire that the timber industry, ang all
other large industries, should be national-
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ised. If that is the geaeral feeling of
the community, I approve of the idea
that we should nationalise these freexing
works from their inception. TLet the
State itself step in, and nationalise such
indnstries or leave them alome. If the
couutry intends these industries to be
nationalised, then undoubtedly the State
should start by nationalising the freezing
works. I do not know what method 1s
to be adepted; but probably, whether
the freezing works are for Mr. Copley or
for some other firm, if the country has a
big share in the undertaking, the private
firm will be prevented from ohtaining a
monopoly. As the Government will ad-
vance the wmoney they will bave some
control, and the public cun make free
use of the works, which will probably be
better managed by private employees
than by State officials. If we are to
nulionalise that industry, let us do se
before private enterprise gets a complete
held of it and cannot be disturbed. The
Government might consider the pational-
isation of the wine industry. I sec no
mention of this in tbe Speech, but I
think the subject comes well within the
scope of paragraph 10. [Hon. J. A.
Thomson: Soecialism!] Well, the country
is going in for socimalisn; and secing
that both parties in the country are
practically of the one opinion, what else
can be doue ? There seems to me prac-
tically no difference hetween the ins and
the ounts. If the country requires the

_nationalisation of industries, better do it
‘thoroughily before it is too late.

1 would
strongly advise the conntry to make up
its wind to a policy, and to nationalise
the wine industry. We know that this
country js the home of the vine and the
fig tree; it is practically avother Palestine;
and I would advise the eountry to spend
on nationalisation something like five
millions of money within the next few
years. One of the biggest industries in
the country is the timber industry. We
know there are many people who would
like to take that industry out of the
hands of the company who, by utilising
an immense capital, have seot agents
throughout the world and bave secured
and built up the trade. And it seems to
ine the ovly means of successfully grow-
ing wine is to be found in nationalisation.
We koow well that we can plant a vine
or even a slip of a vine anywhere in our
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wine-growing districts; we can throw it
into the ground. and good fruit will
result. Only by a large expenditure of
capital, such as a private company would
provide, can we capture the markets of
the world ; and without that expenditure
we cannot even dream-of making our
v ine industry & success. We know that
our many vignerons cannot find a market
for their product. We see guantities of
wine imporfed here, though the local
producers cannot sell their wines; and
for what reason ?

Hon. J. A. Wright: The imperted is
the better article.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: If it is
better, how can we take our wine to the
Paris or New Zealand exhibitions, and
other exhibitions held throughout the
world, and bear away prizes from our
competitors? In this countrv we can
produce wine as good ag any other in
the world. The only trouble is, we are
not producing it in sufficient gquantities
or of the one quality. There are so
many growersa who have conflicting idens
of how wine i3 to be made; the different
growers make wine on different days, and
the temperatures are altogether different ;
and growers have no capital to provide
large cellarage accommodation; and if
they have capital they will not
spend it, for it seems to me that the
country as a whole does not give any
adequate inducement to the capitalist
who would sink hiz money in this in-
dustry. The company I have just men-
tioned utilised their capital to build up
the timber industry; and once it is seen
that there is a good asset, that good
markets have been opened and that the
industry is fairly well launched, the com-
munity begin to cast longing eyes on
that fine concern, and talk about its
nationalisation. The idea of confiscation
geis abroad. Honestly, I think that the
Government should give their earnest
attention to nationalising the wine in-
dustry. Let us look on the whole State
a8 a company, and spend during the next
ten years something like five millions of
money in bringing the industry to the
front, a million of which would have to
be spent in sending out agenis to seek
markets for the wine as it is being made
here. It is only by a large expenditure
that we can provide up-to-date cellarage
and turn out large quantities of wine of
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the same grade. Without large quanti-
ties of a like grude we cannot atlempt to
capture foreign markets. Pavagraph 16
of the Speech appeals to me, though I
do not wish to speak at length upon it,
as I shall have anotber opportunity, 1T
should like to take paragraph 16 and
{Hon. W. Kingsmill : Throw it outside.]
1 should like to take it with paragraph
18. Paragraph 16, I think, deserves the
fate that it et with before at the hands
of this Chamber. But let us consider
with it paragraph 18, containing a sug-
gestion for an amendment of the Cousti-
tution. That expression is faivly broad,
and we can only assume that it refers to
a reduction of the qualification for the
Upper House franchise. A member
says the qualification may be doubled.
Possibly; but the inference is that it
will be veduced. This seems to me the
irony of fate, after the argoments we
heard years ago during the Federal
campaign, when all or the majority of
those who had a stake in the country,
particularly in the form of land, were
afraid of Federation. The people who
had come here from over seu, who
really did not know our climate—when
it rained and when the sun shone—
said they had 2n equal stake in the
country, and thev were quite sure we
were all mistaken; and that even if
things did go wrong, those settled on the
land could make up any deficiency.
They maictained that they had an equal
stake in the country with the older
settlers, wherpas the men on the land
and others who bad property here were
afraid of Federation, because they saw it
would mean direet taxation by which
they would have to provide the revenue
lost to the country; and that if things
became bad all round, the other
fellows would leave our shores while
we should have to stick to our land.
We alsoe complained that we would
not get that consideration from the
Federal Parliament, owing to our isola-
tion, which we would get from our own
Parliament by remaining out of the
Federation, and we complained that
Federation would be governed by two
Houses elected on the same franchise, so
that a man with property would be
practically kicked-out, though he was the
only man who would have to make up
the loss of revenue. We complained
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that the man of property would not get
any consideration from the Federal
Parliament, so that it was better to stay
out of Federaution. Now,it seems to me,
we have come face to face with that
posttion. The Government tell us that
we have alreadv arrived at tbat stage in
spite of the arguments of those men with
no stake in the country who, when we
urged them not to force us into Federa-
tion, claimed that we need have no fear
because everything would be all right.
Where to-day are their assurances?
Just as we all feared in those days, they
now come along and say:—* Owing to
Federation we have lost so much of our
revenue that the voly way it cun be made
up. is for you fellows who own the land
to do so, and we who have no land can
take the next boat and go out. We
know you fellows will not be able to sell
your land, you camnot get away, there-
fore you are fairly safe game.” We also
see that they clamour at the same time
for the Upper Chamber of our country,
the only safeguard left to look after
State rights, the only block we bave at
present between us and the Federal
House, to have so much of the franchise
taken away so that these people will
also bave much greater power over it.
The two propositions seem to be absol-
utely unreasonable, and if we have to pat
up with the laund tax, I sincerely hope
we will not also have to give away any
portion of the franchise still existing.
In fact I cannot understand the position ;
it 1s in keeping with what I said in re-
gard to a lot of men who are introduced
here at the present time with no capital.
Taking away the franchise is taking
away a leverage which I think is neces-
sary amongst our people. The mere fact
of the existence of the franchise seems o
mwe to be an inducement to thrift. I
cannot get away from the idea that inthis
country of high values it is easy enough
for a man to qualify for the present
franchise. Let it be a spur to qualify;
let these people show their confidence in
the country by exercising thrift to
acquire property, which means a certain
amount of interest in the country—and
it would prove at least that they have a
bona fide belief in the couniry—and so
get the right to the franchise. When [
first came into the House I think I
advocated the extension of the Goldfields
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Water Supply Scheme. Tt is to be ex-
tended to the agricultural towns of Yorh
and Beverley I am pleased to see, but I
am sorry that the Government have not.
seen at the same time that for the same
amount of money practically they could
have brought the water tv the city, in
fact right to Fremantle. I think it is
necessary that the port of Fremantle
should be attached to the Mundaring
scheme. Even if there were no other
demand, the probability is that the
vessels at the port would justify the
extension of the scheme to Fremantle,
There are also various places alony the
route that counld bhe served. I feel
quite sure that if the scheme were
placed in the hands of people with
4 certain amount of commercial enter-
prise, they would turn it inte & much
more payable concern. T am sure that
they would not allow a market at their
very doors to lie so long without giving
it attention, without placing the water at
the doors of the people who are so anxious
to secure it during the suminer months.
Prohably by that means we could raise
some of the revenue the Government are
askiong the country to contribute by way
ofaland tax. Ihave very much pleasure
in supporting the imotion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply.

Hon. C. SOMMERS (Metropolitan): I
also have pleasure in supporting the
motion so ably moved by Mr. Penne-
father and in noting the cheery tone of
the Governor’'s Speech throughout. Itis
pleasing to know, not only from the
member who moved the motion, but also
from the Government through the able
Minister for Mines and the Government
officers, that the mineral resources of the
North are of such great value. I have
always believed that the North, when
proapected and developed as it is now
about to be, would lead to the develop-
ment of almost untold wealth; and I
know that a great number of the residents
of this State are also of that opinion.
The values of the baser metals will no
doubt contribute to a gieat extent to the
belief expressed by tke Government, and
ag long as they maintain anything like
the values they now have, the future of
the North is assured. To make the
baser metals of value it is absolutely
necessary that facilities should be pro-
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vided in the way of railways. I do not
know whether Pori Hedland is the best
starting point for the line, but no doubt
the Government are well advised on
the point, and we must take it on
trust. I am glad that a start is being
made with the railway. Not only
in the North, but everywheve else
where there is a reasonable prospeet of
undertakings paying, I would gladly
support any Government in spending
money in that direction, because it is
undoubtedly to the mining industyy that
we owe the present prosperity of the
country. It is relarded at present, but
ups and downs come in every country;
we bave seen it in Victoria and every
other Srate; and 1 feel with every con-
fidence that the depression is only tem-
porary. With regard to the dairying
industry I am pleased the Government
are taking it seriously in hand, and
doing what they can to support and en-
courage settlers to keep some of our
money amongst us. I find that this
State sends away every year £400,000
for dairy produce. I would ask members
to copeider these figures. 1€ we could
keep that money circulated in this State
‘what an euormous benefit it wonld be.
There is not the slightest doubt there are
portions of this State eminently adapted
for dairying, and it has been a surprise
to me that the settlers have not gone in
seriously for dairying. 1 know in por-
tions of Victoria where I lived when I
was younger, dairying was successfully
carried on in districts where the rempera-
ture was even considerably greater than
it is in the Eastern Districts of this
State, and where the land was inferior to
much of the vast areas we have here
which could be wmore successfully de-
veloped for that industry. I am sorry
the Government have sent to a country
- like New Zealand for an expert; it is
possible that there are men here well
qualified to teach the people, and they
would have added to that the local know-
ledge a man should have. No doubt the
present expert will take some time to
acquire that local knowledge which is
necessary. The jmportation of dairy
cattle of good strains, and assisting
the settler to buy them on long
terms, are steps in the right direction
from which 1 think great good will
result. The proposal to re-introduce a
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tax on unimproved values isone I regret
to see referred to in this Speech. As
nienbers know, last session I was one of
the strongest opponents of this tax, and
I feel it would be a very had advertise-
ment for this State if thetax passed this
Chamber.  Notwitbstanding that we
have an accumulated deficit of £200.000
I would like to see it carvried on fora
little while longer. It is not absolutely
necessary that it should be stopped im.
mediately. Men are able to carry on
business suceessfully for a time by carry-
ing overdrufts ; and we are simply carry-
ing an overdraft. It is not thatour credit
18 bad ; our assets are good; there is a
temporary depression probably owing to
extravagance in the past, but so long as
we go on passing taxation measures and
providing the money, any Government
will spend it. Last session we com-
pelled the Government to stay their
bauds, and the result has been that they
bove bad to wove round and see where
they could make economies. If we keep
them dancing on tenterhooks a little
longer I think they will make up the
deficiency. The Railway Departwment
has heen brought very prominently
before us, at least the great cost of run-
ning the concern has; and those able
articles written by Mr. Chinn referred to
by Mr. Moss have set people thinking.
The wmore we examine the thing the
mgre we must realise that very great econ-
omies can be effected in that department.
With the great revenue they have, their
profits are very small. I have been told
that economies might also be effected in
the Midland Workshops, that practically
there are three men doing one man’s
work, in muny instances. 1 do not know
whether this is true in regard lo these
particular works, but I mention it
because it is an establishment of con-
siderable magnitude. Natuarally the men
engaged will find work "to keep them-
selves emploved, so long as the Depart-
ment respongible for keeping them allow
them to bLe kept on. If retrenchihent
were commenced, I feel certain that con-
siderable savings could be effected, not
only in those works but throughout the
railways. If we bad a fearless and
eompetent Commissioner, he would soon
make up the leeway ; and not only would
he be able to make up the eighty odd
thousand pounds we are behind this
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year, but it would not surprise me if he
found it possible to save £150,000 or
wven £200,000. This would render vo-
necessary any land tax, which should be
the last tax to be imposed. The Govern.
ment would be wise to carefully study the
position, and see whether retrenchmnent
which can be effected not only in the
railways, but particularly in that depart-
ment, is not such as will enable us to
make up our leeway. The Queeusland
railways bave been referred to in this
coonection; and altbough I have never
been in Queensland, the comparison
seems to me to be a fair ene. Our
<climate and that of Queensland are
siwilar to a great exteat, and the
-distances served are somewhat the same
as ours. When we consider therefore
what bas been doue there, and the
difference in cost, not only in one branch
of the railways, but in every branch—
and Mr. Chinn has shown that we are
behind Queensland in every instance—
the fignres with which we are deal-
ing are so large that I believe a saviog
to the amounts I have quoted could
be effected.  The question of the
appointment of one or three commis-
gioners is one which demands careful
-consideration. In my opinion one com-
missioner would be sufficient. A com-
petent cornmissioner might be obtained
n one of the other States, and if so he
would not take so long to acquire that
locai knowledge which is necessary as
would be required by a mwan imported
from America or the United Kingdom. It
might be better to have three commis-
sioners, but I take the position to be
-something like that which obtaing on our
big mines. There they have a general
manager, who has able assistants in the
underground manager, looking after that
department of the mine, the battery
manager, and the manager of works
above ground; and if those men do not
suit, it is possible to replace them by
-others. Whereas if you have three com-
missioners, and two of them are incom-
petent or will not work with the chief
commissioner, we would have a repeti-
tion of what oceurred recently in one of
the other Stales. 1 therefore think we
would be running a risk in having three
cominissioners. The present acting com-
missioner, Mr. Short, has probably never
had the chanee which his friends would

|11 Jery, 1907.]

Fourth dey. 161

like to see himn get of proving his worth ;
but he would be in a position to afford
valuable assistance to the new commis-
stoner. If retrenchment can be carried
out, T think we ought to offer a bonus
in the shape of increased salary to the
heads of the service to induce them
to carefully consider that matter. We
might have to increase the salary from
£800 to £1,000 or even to £1,200; but
if large economies ¢an be effected that
would be only fair. It is what we would
do in our own businesses. I agree with
the remarks made by Mr. Moss on the
question of the carriage of goods at com-
missioner’s risk. It is astounding to
think that when you employ & commou
carvier—and that is what the railways
are—you have to pay him a premium on
the ordinary freight to get those goods
delivered safely. Such a thing would
not be tolerated elsewhere. If you em-
ploy a carrier and he fails to deliver
your govds, you may sue him and recover;
and we should treat the railwayvs in the
same way. On the goldfields some years
ago there was an agitation for the estab-
lishment of a bonded store in connection
with the railways on the goldfields’
Traders were at the inconvenience of
having to pay away large sums of monev
to clear goods, such as wines, gpirits, and
tobaceo, in bond at Fremantle which
might not be reguired for some time,
and it was thought that by the estab-
lishment of a bond, the traders would be
able to keep this money in their pockets
until it was actoally required, and have
their goods stored in bond at Coolgardie,
Kalgoorlie, or elsewhere. I made one
of a deputation which waited upon the
theo Minister for Railways on this ques-
tion, and after listening to what we had
to say the Minister replied that he could
not support the idea at all. When
pressed for a reason, the Minister
astounded us by saying that the loss on
wines and spirits would be so great that
he as 2 Minister for Railways could not
entertuin the idea. There 18 2 commen-
tary on the management of the railwayvs
—loss may fall on the private trader,
but the Government dare not make a
loss. With regard to retrenchment in
the Public Works Department, I notice
we still have an Architectural Branch.
I do not know how many officers are
employed in it, but seeing the small
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amount of money now being spent in
public buildings, it appears to me that
this department might be done away
with, and what work there is to be done
coutd be left to private individuals who
are competent and willing to carry it
out. The present Covernment have
pointed out the necessity foreconomy,and
if they are assured that this House will
not pass & land tax, they will be forced
to recognise the necessity for retrench.
ment; and where there’s a will there's a
way. 1 am opposed to the Constitution
Act Amendment Bill as proposed. Last
year I was before the electors of the
largest and most important provinee of
the State; and when I was asked ome
question as to a reduction of the fran-
chise for this Chamber, I rveplied that I
was opposed to it I wade that the
plank of my programme. My op-
ponent took the other side of the ques-
tion ; and seeing that 1 was returned,
that may be taken as an indication that
so fur ag the largest and wmost important
province in the State is concerned there
1s no desire on the part of the people for
a reduction, and vo necessity in the in-
terests of the State. We have seen the
result of the mistake made in the Federal
Constilution under which the same
electors return representatives to both
houses. The result is that we might as
well buve only one Chamber. What is
wanted, however, is industrial peace and
more capital ; but we will not get more
capital until those people who are re-
sponsible for industrial disputes realise
the importance of encouraging people to
bring capital into the cowitry. No
sooner does a body of men or an individ-
ual build up a business by the infrodue-
tion of machinery and capital, than they
become fair game for those who engineer
industrial disputes. The recent coal-
lumpers’ strike in Sydney shows how a
small body of wmen, because they cannot
get exactly what they want, can tie up
the shipping, the mines, and the whole
indastry of a State. Those people take
no notice of an Arbitration Court award
which fixes a certain rate of wages, if the
award does not suit them. If the award
suits them they obey it; if not, they
evade it. I would like to see arbitration
and conciliation wiped out. We might
as well go back to the old way of settling
disputes. I hope the good things men-

[COUNCIL.]

Fourih day.

tioned in the Speech will come about. I
am sure we have turned the corner, and
that, given no land tax and industrial
peace aud more capital to open up the
country, there are good times ahead.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan
Suburban): I shall net make more:
than o few casual observations on the
Speech of His Excellency; aod in
doingse Iamnot going toexpress surprise,
as some mewbers have done, at the
optimistic nature of that Speech. Mem-
bers must know that it is in the nature
of Governments to be optimistic, and
any Government that does wnnt possess.
a spirit of optimism fails in that

which should Ybe inherent, and
without which the Government can
be of no avail. On the other

hand, I desire to say in regard to the
extremely eloquent speech delivered by
Mr. Moss, that his tone was in almost
the other extreme. I think he was too
pessimistic, and that the condition of
affairs which he pictared in this State
may be looked upon as being to a great
extent temporary. We know that mis.
fortnnes come not alone but in battalions,
and this applies not ounly to this State
but in a purticular manner to the hon,
member’s constituency. Fremantle was
still feeling the effect of the removal of
the workshops when another blow
oceurred, and if anything a greater one,
in the cessation of public works there.
Then apart from Government works and
apart. from political institutions, we
know that, as has been done practically
throughout the world, a good many of
the wholesale firms who used te make
Fremantle their headguarters have found
it necessary to shift their businesses to
Perth. 8o to a certain extent the nis-
fortunes of Fremantle which the hon.
member speaks of are confined to Fre-
maantle. But apparently, from one
promise held out in the Speech, that
good angel which always has the destin-
ies of Fremantle in hand is still engaged
in that congenial duty. The expenditure
of this £400,000 on a dock must brighten
up things in the town so ably repre-
sented by my hon. friend. In regard to
the temporary nature of our misfortunes,
the hon. member spoke of the most dis-
astrous timber strike—1 call it a strike,
though I believe other gentlemen have
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another name for it, or did have—which
has just ended, I am glad to say. Mr.
Moss quoted figures to show thai no less
a sun than £150,000 was kept from cireu-
lation during that sirike; and in a com-
paratively small community soch as ours
still is, the sudden cessation in expendi-
ture of such an amount must necessarily
be geverely felt. Statements have been
made that certain action taken by persous
in authority have had a prejudicial effect
-on business propositions on the goldfields.
I hope that is not s0. 1 hope the large
amount of liquid capital that went into
circulation by nefarious meaos in the
great goldfields towns bas been over-
estimated, and that the gibc that has
been thrown at those towns living on
illicit gains has been altogether incorrect.
It has” been stated that a great deal of
trouble has been occasioned throughout
the various portions of the State during
the recess by depression. I think the
resourses of the State to-day are as
strong if not stronger than they ever
were. These resources show more signs
of bLeing made capable of development
than they ever have been, and I am
inclined to side with and share that
optimism of which the Speech isso full,
[Hon. M. L. Mosgs: You are not in trade
in the country.] 1 am not talking of
trade, but of the natural resources of the
country ; and after all trade is an
artificial qualification. I am talking of
the natural resources of the country and
their immediate development. Theseare
extremely favourable at the present time,
and for that reason I am inclined to take
the view which my friend thinks s too
optimistic. I agree with the remarks
which the hon. member made as to Fed-
eration. I say like that hon. gentleman,
1 myeelf, metaphorically speaking, for
the last two or three years have gone in
sackeloth and ashes. I supported the
ideal which bas turned out to be so sad
a reality for this State; but I feel that
the federal idea is not to blame, that it
is simply the atlitude which has been
assumed by our neighbours towards this
State, and T think that attitude is going
to be more or less temporary. One of
the factors of our depression, and the
agpressive action taken towards this
State by her sister States—shball T say
her step-sister States?—is due to the
fact that those States, like the prophet
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of old, waxed fat on its neighbour’s
kine. Qur affairs are pot yuite so
prosperous now, hut when the reverse is
the case, when this State is going ahead
by leaps and bounds and the other States
find that they are not so prasperous, then
they will take more notice of Western Aus-
tralia and will not vilify ber as they
do vow. T think the trend of prosperity
of the Eastern and Western hulves of
Australiv has a great deul to do with the
point of view of those gentlemen who
formn the Federal Parliament. I suppose
the most mowmentous question we shall he
called upon to deal with this session is
the management of the railways; und I
may at once admit, looking back for the
pnst four or five years, that I am inclined
to be disappointed with the progress made
in the railways, more especially with the
reduction in the working expenses which
is so conspicuous by its absence. I do
not wish members to suppose by these
remarks that T am in favour of any
change in the method of control. I
would look on the reversion to political
control of the railways as a decidedly
retrograde step. I speak in this con-
nection with perhaps some littleauthority,
baving been the immediate predecessor
of the preseut Minister for some six
mouths or so. (liven the field that
gentleman had to work upou, I look upon
the result as disappointing. For instance
we find to-day, instead of the percentage
of working costs 1o revenue baving
decreased, the reverse has been the case,
there has been some slight increase.
But wembers will remember years ago
when the late Commissioner took office,
everything was of the most unfavourable
nature towards the cheap ruoning of the
railways. Up to May, 1902,. for some
two or three months previously, the
railways were tackling a proposition the
like of which had never been taken in
Australia before. They were running a
300-mi.e dry stage from Chidlow’s Well
to Coolgardie, and they bad to spend
£300 in u condenser at Coolpardie in
order to cope with the water difficuity
for a few weeks only. And the dryness
of the railways at that time necessitated
the running of seven water trains per day,
the putting in of crossing places ulong
the line, and other conveniences which
added considerably to the cost of running
the line. I do not think any great in-
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novation has been made with regard to
the cheaper and better carriage of
freights or passengers. It way be news
to members to know that the order for the
goldfields express service of which all
Western Australians and most gentle.
men who travel over the line, except per-
haps that Houn. Senator from New South
Wales, Lieut.-Colonel J. C. Neild, are
rightly proud—that order was sent away
before Mr. George took control. I had
the pleasure officially of sending away
for the cars. Alwogether, 1 think the
results of the milways have been disap-
pointing. There is also a bright side of
the question. I think Western Australia
in the present day, with its high cost of
railway running, with its bigh cost of
ranning on percentage to revenue, offers
such a magnificent field for any railway
expert who wishes to make a pame, that
if the Government are willing to pay a
good salary—and o good railway com-
missioner is almest beyond price-—if
that is the case I think the Government
will find pleuty of men willing, not only
for the sake of the salary, but for the
sake of the career, to take the job in
hand. T agree with Mr. Sommers in
the remarks made ag tv the number of
commissioners. I certainly think the
idenl number of commissioners is number
one. As long as you can get an autocrat
of the right kind, that autocracy is best
for the railways. The other offices, that
of the mechanical man referred to and
the traffic expert, can be easily filled by
officers mow in the State. In this con-
nection let me say that too much stress
can be luid on the necessity of a commis-
gioner frow abroad learning our local
conditions. There is always a danger
of a man taking up with local conditions
and local methods which have produced
the present state of the railways, and
which we cry aloud to be removed.
Anybody who comes here determined
to tackle the matter in a whole-hearted
manner—and it must of course be a
disagreeable task—the Government must
stand firinly behind, because of the dis-
agreeable duties he may have to perform.
I think most nagnificent work can be
done towards the reconstruetion of our
railwavs for the better. Again, if we
take in review the experiences of our
neighbouring States, we find what a
revolution has been caused in the con-
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duct of the Victorian railways by the
gentleman now occupying the office of
commissioner there. THe has had a
great many bard things said about him,
but that is only what is to be expected.
Anybody who takes in hand the straight-
ening up of a great body of men such as
are in the railway service or in the civil
service is sure to be one of the most un-
popular men in the community ; but that
I presume is considered in the salary.
The system of one commissioner in Vie-
toria has Dbeen a conspicuous success.
In New Sonth Wales the system of three
commissioners has led to an extreme
amount of friction. Some little time ago
those comnissioners used to fairly bristle
when they met one another in the strect,
and it was impossible for them tp confer
together while they had their little petty
quarrels and jealousies. But the raii-
way system in New South Wales was
brought to a high state of efficiency by
one commissioner, Mr. Eddy. [Hon. J.
A. Thomson: He had two assistants.]
I think anybody who realised the work
Mr. Eddy 4id and the methods he em-
ployed will suy that while Mr. Eddy was
in office in New South Wales there was
only ope commissioner. I wish for a
moment to touch upon an extremelv
delicate question which is contained in
paragraph 16 of the Governor's Speech,
which reads:—

‘“ A measure for the imposition of
a tax on the unimproved value of
land, which wmy advisers consider
necessary to secure a proper adjust-
ment of the finances of the State,
will be again submitted for your
sanction,”

Before dealing with this paragraph, let
me say that I think a great deal of non-
sense has been talked during the past -
week or two about the effect on the
finances caused by the rejection of that
Bill last session by this Chamber. Jt
has bLeen represented that out of a
deficiency which was then estimated at
£110,000, but which has turned out since
to be a little less, £60,000 was due to
the rejection by this Chamber of that
measure. That is transparently wrong,
becanse if the Government, T will not say
displayed unusnal energy, but abnormal
energy for any Government, they could
only have collected a half-year's tax,
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which o0 their own estimate wouvld have
amounted to £30,000, and I doubt very
much whether they would luve got that.
So that in the first place is an over-
statement, an exaggeration, which leads
the people of Western Australia who do
not think—JI am not talking of the whole
of the people, but those people who do
not think—to helieve that tbey have been
sormewhat hardly used in that connection
by this Chamber. In connection with
any taxatiern, we have to censider two
propositions.  Firstly, iz the taxation
necessary ? Setondly, what form should
the taxation take? With regard to the
necessity for this taxation, I maintain
from revelations which have come about
Lutely that the argument that it is un-
Decessaly is stronger mow than it bas
been at uny previous time, For instunce,
1 may quete from thespeech made by the
Premier himself a few duys ago, wherein
he compared the railway systems of
Queensland and this State, and wherein
he said that the train mile rate of Queens-
land was 3s. 03d. per train mile, while
the train mile rate of this State was 5a.
64, ; and as members know, ufter all the
efficiency with regard to the cheap run-
ning of & milway bas as its measure the
train mile rate, which i3 obtained by
dividing the total cost of running
the railways by the number of train miles
actually run. The mewmber who leads
the Government went on to say that while
we perhaps could not hope to come down
to that 3s. rate which bhas obtained
in Queensland for the past two years,
still he was absolutely certain it would be
possiblefor this to be done under judicious
management, to arrive at a rate at least
half way between the two. That is to
say, rastead of cutting off 40 per cent.
from the cost of running our railways,
he estimated that we could possibly cut
oft at least 20 per cent., thus reducing
the cost by one-fifth. Hon. members
will see that this is a big proposition.
The cost of running the railways in this
Stute is approximately £1.250,000 per
annum, and 20 per cent. of that is
£250,000 per aunnum; so if the hon,
gentleman who leads the Government
believes that in one year with good
management he can save that quarter of
n wmillion, where is the necessity for
bringing down a land tax which he
estimates to bring in £60,000?
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The Colonial Seeretary: You cannot
do that in a day, you know. Time must
be allowed.

Hon. W. EINGSMILL: But if in
one vear the Government can save
£250,000, the Minister who leads this
Honse will be generous encugh to admit
that they might easily save £60,000
That is a reasonable proposition, and the
argument very effectually deals with
anything the Premier has said with
regard to the necessity for bringing in a
land tax at the presemt time. Apart
from that, T would ask what bhave the
Government done during the past year
towards making those necessary reformns
which were indicated when the Taxation
Bill was under discussion last session ¥
What, for instance, have 'they done
in reference to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme ¥ Are they still continuing to
supply waler on the Eastern Goldfields
at less than cost price? Or have
they endeavoured to make that scheme
in some degree pay the whole or any
part of thut £80,000 deficiency which
was apparent in its accounts last year ?
Has any effort been made in this
direction ? The Governor's Speech does
not show; but perhaps the Leader of
this House, who is a goldfields member,
may be able to give us some information
as to what has been or is being done in
that matter. Again, another way to save
moeney was indicated last year in regard
to the cutting down of municipal sub-
sidies, which subsidies, as poiated out
on one or two occasions, huve been
obtained in certain cases in an illegal
manner. Has any endeavour been made
by the Government to recover the money
so tmproperly obtained by eertain of the
larger municipalities? Also is it the
intention of the Government during the
coming year to decrease the amount of
the subs:dv ? Uutil those three questions
are answered, I think the House would
be acting detrimenta.lly to the country
and foolishly also in again considering
the question of imposing a tax on the
unimproved value of land. I am now
and have been for years, indeed I have
frequently said that I am in favour of
the taxation of unimproved land; and
the fact iz that when the subject was
firsl mooted there appeared to be a good
deal of inability on the part of some
members to distinguish between a tax
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on unimproved land and a tax on unim-
proved land values. This confusion may
have led some members to impute to me
thut ot one time I advocated a tax on
the unimproved value of lund. Isay I
have been in favour of a tax which will
enswre that the man holding land shall
malke reasonuble and proper use of what-
ever land he holds. The second question
with regard to the tazation proposition
is. what form shall that taxation pro-
position take? If it be said there isa
necessity for more taxation at the present
time, I claim that I have proved out of
the mouth of the Leader of the Govern-
ment that there is mot. [ say the form
of that taxation should be an income tax
and not a land tax; because first you
have to take steps to ascertain that a
wau has iwoney to pay with before you
impose the tax on him. Farther, the
man who is to be taxed on bis land may
be payiog a tax on an unprofitable pro-
position ; but if he has to pay an income
tax, that form of taxation must include
a land tax, because an income tar must
be levied on ull sources of profit from
which a man derives his income; there-
fore 1 say an income tax is more fair as
a basis and more equilable in its in-
cidence than u land tax ¢an be, hecause
in imposing an income tax you have to
make sure that the man bhas the means
with which to pay the tax hefore you can
impose it on him. I assure the Colonial
Secretary that in offering this argument
against a land tax, there are any amount
of farther arguments if those 1 have
given are unot sufficient against that
which 1 may ecall, in the language of
Mr. MicLarty, this mosi iniguitous pro-
posal. T am pleased indeed to be able to
make some remarks i distinet praise of
the action contemyplated by the Govern-
went in some respects, as set forth in
His Excellency’s Speech. With regard
to the proposed amendwment of the Arhi-
tration Act, undoubtedly it has been
forcibly brought home to us that in this
State wherc the trade unions registered
under the Act appear to be bodies of
straw, the effect of the Act in its work-
ing is very one-sided. In England, on
the conirary, the case is different as was
shown some years ago when damages to
the extent of, I think, £10,000 were
given against a trade union. and the
amount was paid by that union. Hon,
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members well know that if damages to
the extent of ounly £1,000 were given
against a trade union in this Stute, the
result would be-—indeed I do not exactly
know what might happen.

The Colonial Seeretary: Have they
not altered that in England since ¥

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: Yes; possibly
they have. One of the most pleasing
paragraphs in His Excellency’s Speech
18 No. 20, referring to the introduc-
tion of a Bill for the protection of
infant life; and here I differ from Mr.
Moss, who thinks the present legislation,
if properly administered, is suffivient.
I am certain that so long as we dele-
gate to local authorities a power which
should be exervised by u central body,
we shall get unsatisfuctory service.
The Colounial Secretary will know, even
from his short experience of udwministra-
tion of the Health Act, that local boards
of health are extremely rotten reeds to
depend on when they are required to
carry out the provisions of the Health
Act; and this has been amply proved
even under the most favourable circum-
stances, even where the local board is
composeil of persong who are of high
standing in the community—the affairs
of that local board somehow get intoa
most awful muddle, and the services they
are suppused to render are carried out
most disgracefully. That has lbeen so
in the past, and will be so0 in the future
under the present system. In South
Australia they have had—due mainly to
the efforts of one of the most talented
ladies in Australia, Miss Spence—the
most perfect system of infant life pro-
tection that is to be found in the world ;
and the Government there found that by
calling to their aid those persons (a sur-
prising number in the community) who
are willing to adopt children, and by
enlisting the services of those who are
willing, for no fee or reward, but out of
good nature, to do the work, the Govern-
ment have found there is a large decrease
in the mortality of infants placed under
the direction of that society, as compared
with the mortality in other cases. I
hope that when the promised Bill is
brought in here, it will be found that if it
goes not 8o far us in South Australia, at
all events it will go in the same direction.
Another pleasing note is that T have to
congratulate the Government on their in-
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tention to bring down a Biil for the con-
struction of the Port Hedland to Marble
Bar Railway. I say thisthe morereadily
because I was the first member of Par-
tiament who had a motion passed in
regard to that proposed railway, und I
feel sure that to a great extent the bright
things which have been prophesied about
it will be realised. All the works indi-
cated in paragraph 23 of the Speech
have my most cordial approval; but as
to others, I am not so eathusiaslic.
.Having taken an active part in the
initiation of the building of a Hospital
for the Iusane at Claremont, and it
having fallen to me officially to choose
the site, having also had severe battles
with successive Treasurers to get the
necessary funds allotted in the Esti-
mates, it is pleasing indeed to think that
this great and important work will be
brought to a conelusion as soon as pos-
sible. 1t is gratifving to feel also that
when this hospital is finished, it will be
the best and most up-to-date hospital of
the kind in Australia; and I feel justi-
fied in saying that we will have as its
managing head the best-qualified man
in Australla. I am npot quite so en-
thusiastic about the extension of water
supply from the Mundaring reservoir to
serve the towns of York and Beverley;
I am not so enthusiastic as Mr. Hawn-
erslev appears to be, for surely it
should be possible for those municipali-
ties to have furnished themselves with a
water supply. A water supply should
be a payable proposition ; and surely the
local sources of supply, by conservation
or other means, are sufficient in agricul-
tural districts to provide townships with
an efficient supply of good water for
drinking or otber purposes. Agaiu,Ihave
heard people speaking quite disrespect-
fully of the Kalgoorlie abattoirs. T can
assure the Colonjal Secretary that I have
heard persons who do not come from
that part of the State express the
strongest opinions in disfavour of the
erection of those abattoirs.

At 6°15, the President left the Chair.
At 7.30, Chair resamed.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (c¢ontinuing) :
I bave but a few more remarks to make,
and these deal principally with what may
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easily be formed into & very large sub-
jeet certain omissions from the Speech
of His Excellency. And by these omis-
stons I mean little disecrepancies between
the Speech of His Excellency and the
policy speech which the Leader of ihe
Government delivered a liitle time ago
at Bunbury. The omissions on which I
shall principally toueh ave two. The
first is the stock-tax proposition an-
nounced at Bunbury by the Premier. It
has heen a matter of considerable sur-
prise that this stoek-tax proposal makes
no appearance in the Governor's Speeeh.
Perhaps the Leader of the House will
explain, when he replies, why this should
be so. And it is a farther matter of
surprise, and indeed, although it may
seem strange to hear me say so, a matter
of regret ; because the stoek-tax was
caleulated to remedy a very inequitable
state of affairs which now obtains in
certain parts of the country. The other
day I was-conversing, at some distance
from Perth, with a pastoralist who owns
ecountry in the Murchison district, and
round and through that country of his
runs the rabbit-proof fence. He com-
plained, and I think with a good deal of
reason, that although his eountry was
fenced to his liking, still, the fence was
put round and through it, and in one
instance within twelve feet of one of his
fences, which be was instruected to pull
down ; and he is supposed to pay 25s.
per mile per annum for maintenance.
As he says, while he is very glad of the
proteetion which the CGovernment fence
affords, still, that protection is granted
to everybody else inside the fence, and
he objects strongly to paying this 23s. per
mile per annum whilst so many others go
free. This seems to me an extremely in-
equitable state of affairs, and the gentle-
man in question was naturally incensed
about it. The stock tax was mooted
with the idea of allowing the pastoralists,
who, after all, do not contribute very
much to the revenue, to pay direct taxa-
tion as some eompensation for the pro-
tection afforded them by the rabhit-
proof fence and other facilities ereated

for their speeial benefit. Then, I say,
it will be an extremely equitable tax.
And farthermore, it is a fax which they
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are agreceable to pay. Tf I remember
rightly, some Lwo or three years ago a
deputation of pastoralisis waited on the
then Premier, or the Minister for Lands,
with a view to having certain facilities
granted, and cxpressed themselves will-
ing to contribute to the revenue a special
tax for this special purpose. Consider-
ing that, and also the case I have already
quoted—I think the Minister for Agri-
culture will be able to tell the Leader of
the Houge ahout that—I think it would
he a good plan to allow the pastoral
rection of the ecommunity to help itself
in the manner indicated. Another mat-
ter mentioned in the policy speech of the
Premier, and I am glad to say omitted
from the Governor’s Speech, is the re-
duction of the sinking fund. It is more
as a matter of politieal euriosity than
for any other reason that I mention
this. I cannot imagine how that Frund
its way into the policy speech. It ‘was,
I think, the most ridieulons proposal
that has ever been made in a poliey
speech, and as the policy was in all
probability cabled to Englancd as the an-
nouneed policy of the Government for
the coming year, I can only hope that
the most emphatie contradiction followed
as soon as possible regarding that par-
ticular item. Nothing could tend more
to discredit this country in the eyes of
the investing British public than that
statement made .at Bunbury. T am
pleased indeed to be able on the whole
to support the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-Reply to the Gover-
nor’s Speech. In wy opinion there is
only one serious blot on the fair face of
that doecument. That, I rejoice to say,
is a blot whieh, after all, is not indelible,
and I hope that the means of erasing it
will not be found wanting when the con-
sideration of the said blot comes before
this Chamber. I heg to support the
motion,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. J. D. Connolly) : Tt is not my
intention to delay the House. My re-
marks will be very brief indeed. I am
of course pleased at the good reception
given by members to. the Governor's
Speech, and that being so, no very ser-
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ious charges or criticisms having been
levelled at the Government for the nd-
ministration of the country’s affairs
during the last twelve months, I do not
feel ealled upon, nor do I think mem-
bers expeet from me, any lengthy re-
marks. It would of eourse be a sheer
waste of time to repeat what has been
said in the Governor’s Speech, in the
Premier’s poliey speech, or in any other
public utterances by the Premier or his
Ministers. There are just one or two
matters on which I would briefly touch ; -
because there seems to have been some
little misunderstanding as to the actions
of the Government, and as to maiters
mentioned in the policy speech. One
memher adversely criticised ihe inerense
of wharfage rates. He complained that
they had been unduly inereased, and
increased on agricultural produce and
agricultural  implements. He quoted
an instance where a farmer paid
on his waggon £3 10s. wharfage at Al-
bhany, while 18s. was paid in South Aus-
tralia from whence it came. Now I have
a quite different method of looking at that
transaetion, for there is a vast difference,
as members know, betweeen inward
wharfage and ontward wharfage., I
am of course primarily responsible for
the alteration of most of the wharfage
rates. The Government made to the
Harbour Trust recommendations which
were adopted, and it was on the Gov-
ernment’s recommendation the rates were
made uniform. Therefore I, as Col-
onial Secretary, was primarily respon-
sible for the charge made on the ma-
chine mentioned by the hon. member,
though it was landed on a railway
wharf. In revising those rules the
Government tried as far as they could,
without infringing the letter of the
Commonwealth Constitntion, to afford
some little protection to our own people.
We did away with all outward wharfage
on products of the State. TIlad that
waggon been sent out from this State
it would have paid, not 18s., but nothing
at all, We should have helped our own
people to send it out. Therefore, so
far from the instance forming a charge
against the Government, it is to their
credit that we have no outward whart-
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age ; whereas in South Aunstralia the
article mentioied was charged 18s. We
also raised to the highest possible point
the inward wharfage on all products,
farm products particularly, which ean
be grown in this State. By doing away
with outward wharfage and raising in-
ward wharfage, we give great assistance
to our own producers. Having in view
the asistance of ovur own people, we
provided that swhen goods have once
paid the full inward wharfage at
any port in the State, they wiil not be
charged with inward wharfgage when
transhipped to any other wharf, Had
we not made thizs alteration, onr own
people would have heen in a most un-
fair posilion. As an instanee to illus-
trate my meaning : if goods sent from
Melboorne to Fremantle paid a certain
wharfage, say 5s. inward when landed
there, those goods if transhipped from
Fremantle or Perth, as they often are,
to such places as Hopetoun, Geraldton,
or the Nor-West ports, would have
been again required to pay an inward
wharfage of another 5s., whereas, had
they been shipped from Melbourne in
the first instance direct to any of the
outlying ports I have mentioned, they
would have paid only the one wharfage
of 5s., though our own shippers would
have had to pay twice that sum ; there-
fore our own people would have heen
at a disadvantage. So as far as possible
to have the trade of this State for our
own people, we made that alteration in
the regulations. WWhen the Fremantle
Harbour Trust altered the wharfage
rates at the request of the Government,
they were very careful only to alter the
wharfage vates, not to increase the har-
bour or the light dues; and thus they
obviated any unnecessary charges on
ships ecalling there with small cargoes.
It is only when eargo is landed that we
charge wharfage ; so fthe charge does
not deter any but ships with very big
consignments from coming to our ports.
For vyears past, though I maintained
they were quite able to do so, the
Fremantle Harbour Trust have not
raised sufficient money to pay in-
terest and sinking fund.  Seeing
that their rates were considerably below
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those of the more imporfant ports of
the Eastern States, it seemed [air that
the trust should be asked to pay these
charges. They did pay interest before,
but not sinking fund. They are now
called on to pay both, and, as Mr. Moss
remarked, a sufficient amount in addition
to pay interest on the dock when it is
built; so we need have no fear that the
dock will be a charge or a drag on the
public.  Interest and sinking fund in
respect of it will be paid by the shippers
who use it; that is of course, assuming
there is no direet profit from the dock.
If there is any, so much the better ; the
burden will he lighter, Some remarks
were made regavding immigration, and
I would ask members and the publie
generally who read complaints in the
newspapers, not to accept such ez parte
statements. The papers are unfor-
tunately too prone to publish complaints
without hearing both sides of the question,
and it stands to reason that if immi-
grants eome here in large numbers, or
indeed if they come in moderate num-
bers, there must be a percentage who
will be dissatisfied. There is always in
this world a percentage of men who can
never do well in any country. When
they come here there is bound to be a
little disappointment because, after all,
it is very havd for a man living in a
settled country like Ingland, or any
European country, to grasp a new place
like this and meet the privations he may
be called upon to put up with. It is not
that there is any misrepresentation, I
can assure members that we do not paint
the picture as bright as it is. The
Agent (eneral has repeatedly said that
be is twitted by Canadian agents, and
even by agents of some of the other Aus-
tralian States, because he does not put
the best side forward. As a maiter of
fact, he shows the people the hardships
that have to be encountered as well as
the wealth and good living they are going
to get when they eome here. When they
arrive they are taken in hand—TI was
going to say they are found employment,
but we do not encourage men looking for
emplovment unless it is a class of labour
for which we know there is a good de-

mand. Mr. Thomson has said that it is
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not right to bring farm labourers bere
because the wages are not more than
they are in Seotland. That may be the
case; wages may be as good and the
comfort hetter in Seotland than in Aus-
tralia; but the hon. member must know
that the opportunity a man gets to ac-
quire a farm and a fortune for himself
in Australia he certainly would not, if
ke lived to any age, get in Scotland. A
man comes beve, gets employment, and
under our liberal land laws, especially
with the assistance from the Agricultural
Bank under the amendment passed last
session, he may aequire a farm himself,
which in a few years may become a com-
fortable little farm. Mr. Patrick was
correct when he said that it swas not al-
together the capital a man brings here
that was needed, and that one man with
£1,000 is practically no better than an-
other with nothing. 1t all depends upon
the elass of immigrant selected. I ean
assnre members that the greatest care is
exercised in the choice of these immi-
grants, Therve is the nominated system,
whereby persons in this Stale nominate
a friend for o passage. In due course
half the passage of the person at home
is paid for him. If it is £12 the Gov-
ernment pay £6. The person nominating
has to be & well-known resident of the
State, and we must know that the person
nominated is of good moral character
and is a healthy person. The Agent
General must have a certificate from a
clergyman as to the man’s moral character
and must he satisfied that the man is a
healthy person. After all, it is not sur-
prising that there are a few who come
and deery the country, but I can give
hundreds of instances of people coming
here with no previous experience who
have settled down and done really well
on farms; in fact so well in some cnses
that they have sent over for numbers of
their friends within the first vear. It
is peculiar in this State, perbaps in
Australia  generally, that you hear
about the disappointed immigrant ;
hut there are thousands of disappointed
emigrants going to America and Canada
about whom not a word is ever lLeard.
I went across to America three years ago
and on the ship in which I travelled
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there were 1,500 immigrants, but there
were almost as many coming back de-
erying the country. One heard nothing
about that. To compare how they treat
these people in America with how they
treat them here, these 1,500 persons were
put on an island near New York and
later on were taken through a sort of
race, examined, and turned back if there-
was anylhing wrong with any of them.
Those passed through were put on trains
and sent out West. I asked the agent
“Where are they going?” He said
“ Going out West.” 1 asked “ What do
you do with them; do you find them em-
ployment?® Tle said “I gness we do
not allow them to stay about New York ™
—probably they would join the unem-
ployed. I asked again, ‘ Are you going
to give them employment?” and he
replied “ It is a case of root hog or die
when they get out there.” That is a
contrast to the way in which immigrants
are treated in Australia, particularly in
Western Australia.

Hon, J. A. Thomson : They are not
assisting iminigrants to America. -

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : Of
course the distance is very much shorter.
Immigrants ean get across to America
for a couple of pounds. There is great
competition amongst the steamers,

Hon. V. Hamersley : The Americans
do not have an agent telling the immi-
grants that they will get the finest treat-
ment in the world.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
Canadians have sgents, but they do not
gay anything about the winter of Canada
and the other bad points. Our Agent
General and his officers tell the people of
the had points, Mention was made of
Mr. Lane, who arrived here the other day
with a bateh of immigrants. An hon,
member said that he felt sure that these
immigrants did not have £50 amongst
the lot of them. I. know that is not
right., Mr. Lane is not an agent of the
Government at all. He is a gentleman
known to Northam people. He lived at
Northam for a number of years, Ihave
seen him ; he 15 a very good stamp of
man. He went home and rented a farm
in his native distriet, but the climate did
not sunit him and he decided to come
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back to Western Australia where he
had got on so well; and in doing so,
he gave a couple of lectures for the
Agent General (I do not know whether
he got anything for it) and he brought
out about 30 people. Now he is good
enough te devete his time to showing
themm round the eountry and where to
et land. I am afraid some misconcep-
tion seems to have arisen in regard to the
Premier’s speech on fhe point of the
sinking fund. Mr. Moss and Mr. Kings-
mill have dwelt on that subject. T think
if the speech is turned up the Premier
will not he found to say that he intended
a poliey of repudiation, that he intended
tn sweep away the sinking fund, and
thereby do away with one of the most
important conditions under which the
loans were granted. To begin with,
would it be possible or lawful ¥ The
Premier certainly did not contemplate
anything like it. He said that the sink-
ing fund of one per cent. was very heavy
and it should be considered in future
loans whether one-half per cent. sinking
fund would not meet the case. There is
a gnod deal fo be said on the subject. It
is certainly nice to find a good sinking
fund, but after all a-half per cent. sink-
ing fund might be better, as it would
wipe off the loan in 67 years, while the
one per cent. takes 46. The olher would
not be sueh a heavy burden on the pre-
sent generation. The Premier poinied
out why one per cent. was not required,
that the big proportion of our loans
is in our railways and that these rail-
ways are as good an asset to-day as the
day they were built, if not betier ; they
are econstantly being relaid and kept in
very good order, and that therefore sink-
ing fund was provided for them in that
way. Notwithstanding that we provide
one per cenf. sinking fund and it runs
to a wood round sum, something like a
quarter million pounds per annwmn, there
is no talk of doing away with it. It
would he a very bad advertisement for
any Government or for any country. Mr.
BMoss also pointed out, and trusted the
Government wounld be alive to the faet
of allowing the Commonwealth to take
over the State debts, not the debtz we

bave now incurred but the taking over of
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the control of any future loans, If mem-
bers will turn to the policy speech they
will see there also that the Premier is
quite alive to the question; and of course
any man thinking the maiter over calmly
wil! see what a fatal thing it would he
for the State to hand over its borrowing
powers to the Commonwealth, because
we would be in exactly the same position
as in other things relating to the Com-
monwealth ; we would come in last.
The Premier said at Bunbury :—
“T am averse to the transfer of
our debts to the Commonwealth, but
1 would be prépared to consider such
a transfer provided our right to
borrow in the London market were
left unimpaired.”
That is an 1mportant condition. It
would be very good if the Commonwealth
would do so—the Commonwealth might
be able to borrow cheaper than we could
—us long as we had the right to say that
we wanted a loan and fo raise it when
we asked, and not at any particular time
that suited the convenience of the Com-
monwealth Government. It would never
do for us to be in the position for them
to say to us “It is nol your turn now;
Victoria or New South Wales wants a
loan; it is not your oppertunity; you can
come in in geood time.” [Hon. V. Hum-
ersley: An impossible proposition.] M.
Kingsmill could not quite see why we
required the land tax for revenue pur-
poses.  He was not satisfied that the
economies promised last year had been
effected, and he thought that the in-
creased revenne from the railways wounld
quite meet all requirements. Seeing that
we had to do with £190,859 less revenue
than we anticipated, and only had a
deficit of £88,000 for the year, it proves
that we must have economised a little
more than we ealeulated. [Hon. TF.
Kingsmill: What about~ the Coolgardie
Water Scheme and the munieipal sub-
sidy?] As the hon. mewber knows, there
was a reduction of 20 per cent. in the
municipal subsidy last year, and I think
it was mentioned in the pplicy speech
that there would be a farther reduetion
this year. Of course, as Mr. Sommers
says, “Cut your allowance short and you
will economise still farther;” bhut we
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might eome to fhe breaking point. We
might try a horse with three feeds of
corn a day and then try to cut one off,
but we might get down to the last straw
that would kill the horse. Seeing that
the revenue has been so short, it has been
quite impossible to do any public works
worth speaking of out of revenue, and
unfortunaiely they have had to he con-
structed out of lean funds. That is not
a sound policy, but certain works had to
be construeted out of loan funds. The
Claremont Lunatic Asylum is a publie
work whieh has been constructed with
loan money, and I am sure all will agree
with the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill that this
work was very urgently requived. It is
certainly against the policy of the Gov-
ernmeni, and against my own poliey, to
construet publie huildings out of loan;
but, in this case, any member who knows
the old institution at Fremantle where
the unfortunate patients were kept will
realise that it was absolutely necessary
that a new oue should be erected. The
Hon. Mr. Kingsmill says that he wrestled
with several Treasurers in order to get
this work carried out. I have had the
same experience as he and I am glad to
say that I have been more successful,
although the work has to be dene out of
loan money. We are spending a large
sum of money on these buildings and re-
cently contracts were let for the laundry
bloek and four wards at a total eost of
£50,000, and tenders are now being called
for the construction of three more wards
and a machinery block at a cost of
£40,000, making a total of £90,000 which
will be spent in building operations there
during the present year. The new huild-
ings will enable the patients to be much
better classified and looked after gener-
ally and the vesalt of this will undounbt-
edly be a higheir percentage of recoveries.
I am glad to say, however, that the per-
centage of reeoveries is now inereasing
and this speaks very well indeed for the
officer in charge of the institution con-
sidering the cireumstances in which the
patients have now to be housed. The
gentleman in echarge deserves very great
eredit for the work he has done. Yhen
this amount of works I have referred to
is completed we will have sufficient room
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to accommodale all the patients we
have at the present time and a few more,
They will be able to he better classified and
treated. It must be remembered that
these unfortunates are not eriminals but
are sick people, and they deserve every
sympathy and good treatment. Tt is
anticipated that, when we close the pre-
sent institutions and have all the patiends
moved to the new buildings, it will mean
a saving in the cost of management of
between £2,000 and £3,000 a year. This
faet, together with the necessity for pro-
viding better aceommodation for these
unfortunates, surely justifies the Gov-
ernment in the action they bave taken—
justifies them both from a humanitarian
and business standpoint. Unfortunately,
and it is a very regrettable fact, this
class of patient is on the increase
in the State, and I am afraid that the
ratio will continué to inerease. Some
years ago we brought all the youth and
strength of the Fastern Siates here, but
the position s different now, for people
are getting old and the inercase in the
number of patients is consequently get-
ting higher every year. It is geatifying,
however, to know that, notwithstanding
the diffienlties which have heen laboured
under in the past, the cost of treating the
patients in the institution has been con-
siderably redueed. Tn 1902 it cost 16s.
3d. per patient, but now this sum has
been reduced to 13s. 2d., a small decrease
being shown in each of the last five
years, A good deal has heen said on
the qnestion of the railways. and es-
pecially with regard to the appointment
of a new Commissioner. I do not intend
however to touch on this question at any
great lenath, As js said in the poliey
speech the Government expect to make
a very considerable saving in the work-
ing of the railways. The figures show
that the approximate. cost in Queensland
to run their trains is 3s. §%%4d., while
here it eosts as much as 5s. 6d. per train
mile. There seems, at first sight, to be
a very big difference, and one would say
that surely there could be a big saving
effected in the working of the railways,
Anyhow every effort will be made by
the Government to have one effected, but

it is only experts who can say how much
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will be actually saved. If Parliament
approves of the measure we intend to
get as Commissioner of Railways the
very hest map obtainable. In a matter
of this kind salary is a mere hagatelle,
for where if is a question of a man sav-
ing £100,000 or £200,000 a year what does
it matter whether he is paid an extra
£1,000, £2,000, or £3,000 in salary? Itis
altogether a qgnestion of the man who re-
ceives the appointment. I believe with
the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill that there is a
great opportunity here for a good rail-
way man to make a name for himself.
Some members have stated they believe
that it i a wrong system fo have one
Commissioner, and submit that there
should he three. T agree with those who
think that one should be appointed. If
you get the right man the management
by one individnal is the best. On the
other hand if there ave three Commis-
sioners it is very problematical whether
_they will work in with one another. If
they do net, nothing but great trouble
would result. It must be remembered
that it is not easy to get rid of a Com-
missioner, but, if you have one man at the
head of affairs, he ¢an appoint his traffie
manager and other departmental man-
agers, and if they do not suit he can
change them and get others. It is a very
different matter if you bave to.get rid of
a Commissioner. There is evidently a
misapprehension as to eertain rates
charged on the railways and the Hon.
Mr. Moss complained bitterly abeut
roods having fo be ecarried at owner’s
and Commissioner’s risks. The hon.
member said that this course was not
fallowed in England, but I believe that
it is adopted by all railways. It stands
to reason that goods ean be carried
cheaper at owner’s than at Commission-
er’s risk, for, naturally, if you take a
risk you must have something for
it. The Hon. Mr. Moss was not right
when he said that if 20 cases of kerosene
were carried at owner’s risk and only 15
of them were delivered, no allowance
would be made for the loss. The real
positton is that if goods carried at
owiier’s risk are delivered short the Gov-
ernment have to make the loss good.
{Hon. J. A. Thomson: 1 know that ia
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a fact.] T know pretty well how i is
that the idea originated with regard to
owner’s risks. The late Commissioner
of Railways (Mr. W. J. George) put
before ihe Minister for Railways a regu-
lation exempting the Comwmissioner from
any risk whatever, but the Minister would
not endorse it, and consequentiy the
propused regulation did not hecome law,
The law as it is at present is that when
goods are carvied at owner's risk, com-
pensation must be granted if they are
short delivered. It would be a2 very
dangerous practice if the other system
were adopted and would certainly be
olfering a premium for pilfering. With
regard to the goldfields water scheme
some members—and I was surprised that
the Hon. Mr. Kingsmill was one of them
—seemed to think that the £70,000 loss
which is occasioned on the working of
this scheme each year should be -made up
directly by the consumers of water. T
would point out to them that there is
such a thing as charging too high a price
for an article. Take for instance tram
cars. If the Perth Tramway Company
decided to charge half a erown instead
of threepence for a ride, some people
would utilise the cars but very few, and
the net result would be that nothing like
the amount would be realised on the half-
erown fares as upon the threepenny ones.
That is exactly the same with regard to
the water scheme. ¥You could sell a cer-
tain amount of water at 10s. or even at
£1, but it would be only a hmited supply.
The prices now range from 6s. 8d. at Kal-
goorlie, 10s. at Bulong and Kanowna
down to 2s. 6d. in some cases. [Hon. V.
Kingsmill: One and sixpence for muni-
cipal purposes at Southern Cross.]
Water has been supplied at that price
for sluicing purposes. If we were to in-
crease the present price to 10s. or £1 the
total receipts by the department would
be much less than they are now.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Well, you look
upbn it that this less is to be absolutely
a permanent one?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No;
it is believed that by selling water where
we can at a reduced rate, the amount re-
quired by the consumers will increase
very greatly, and it is noteworthy that
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the deficit on the sale of the water is de-
creasing each year. Is it not a better
propusition, that after you have sold a
eertain amount of water which covers the
interest and a portion of the sinking
fund, vou should try and push trade and
sell even down as low as 1s. 6d. a thou-
sand gallons? This is far better than to
allow the water to run over the weir.
The actual eost of pumping is about 9d.
per thousand pallons, and probably an
extrn 100,000 gallons a day would cost
nothing additional. However, te take it
at the stated price of 9d,, it is better to
receive even ls. and gain a profit of 3d.
per thousand gallons, than for the water
to run to waste. That is the system on
which the scheme is now being worked.
Water has been sold down to 1s. 6d. for
sluicing, and all will admit that for such
purposes it is quite enough to pay. It
is only in cases such as this that water is
disposed of at so low a price. I was
pleased to hear the complimentary re-
marks about the overland steck route.
I think this work will be a remarkably
good thing for the country, and the sur-
veyors who carried it oui undertook
very great dangers and deserve the
thanks of this country. Unfortunately

one poeor man lest his life during
the trip. In regard to the dairying
industry, the Honorary Minister is

guite alive to the necessily for encour-
aging dairving and farming penerally.
The importation of dairy ecows by the
Government may not snit some- people,
but personally I think it is a splendid
move. These cows are not to be sold, as
some members evidently imagine, for
profit. Tt is not a trading concern, but
they are bheing brought here for the pur-
pose of developing the dairying indus-
try and will not be sold to dairymen
about the town. They will be distribut-
ed among the farmers. A gentleman
holding a high position here desired to
get one of these cows and offered to pay
praciieally any price for it, but he was
not able to get it, for these animals will
he sold only to bona fide farmers and
will be disposed of at the least possible
cost to them. 1 do not think [ need
touch upon the proposed legislation
which will he brought down to the House
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this session and upon which hon. mem-
bers will doubtless have a good deal to
say when the Bills appear, but T will
say this in regard to the Arbitration
Act. T cannot agree with hon. members
who say that the time has arrived for
the repeal of that Aet. I admit that it
has been a disappointment, but I think
it has acted well in some instances and
deserves ancther trial. I do think, how-
ever, that certain serious alterations
should be made in it, and a Bill that will
be introduced here next week will make
an amendment to see whether it will not
be possible to cast more responsibilities
on the men and on their unions. In the
past unfortunately the very men by
whom the Aet was introduced were, by
their reckless conduct, the first to cause
it partially to fail. Notwithstanding
that, the Government would ‘not be justi-
fied in vepealing ik at the present time.
1f sueh a proceeding as that which took
place rvecently oceurred again or many
nmore times, the Aet would have to be re-
pealed. It will be manifestly unfair to
have an Act binding on one party and
not on another, which jis really what it
amounts to. With regard to infant life
protection, I endorse the remarks of Mr.
Kingsmill who has had a longer experi-
ence than I have had in the adminisira-
tion of the Act. I agree with him and
disagree with Mr. Moss, that it s not
suitable to have the Aet administered as
at present under the loeal health boards,
which boards are rather a week reed to
depend on ; but the present law is not
safficient, it does not give sufficient pro-
tection. I would like to mention that
during the discussion which has taken
place reeently over this matter, by the
unfortunate cases which have come be-
fore the Supreme Court, it seemed to
be thought that nothing at all was being
done for the protection of infant life
in this State. A great deal has been
done by institutions, and by the Gov-
ernment through those institutions, and
up to a certain point it is all right ; but
the question that Mr. Kingsmill speaks
abont—the South Australian system, is
one in which the infant is boarded out,
gi\-en to a foster mother, or brought up
in an institution. There are no two



Address-in-Reply :

-opinions that if we can get proper homes
the boarding sysfem is an ideal system;
but wp till now, this being a new and un-
settled country, it is problematieal
whether suitable homes conld be found
for infants. I do not know what would
have happened to the nfant life of the
State in the past if it had not been for
<our institutions.

Hon, W. Kingsmill : There are plenty
of homes now.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
do nol know about plenty, but you will
get a fair percentage of good homes
now. I do not think it is neeessary for
me to ftrouble the House lovger. I
thank members for the kind reception
they have given to the @(overnor’s
Speech, and the complimentary remarks
they have made in rveference to the pro-
gramme of the Government and the ad-
ministration in general by the Govern-
ment. It is said by some that the
Speech was very optimistie, but I agree
with those who have said that if the
Government are not optimistic and can-
nol put forward the good points of the
country they are not the Government for
the country. The Government ought to he
in a position to say what is good about
the country, and to make the most of
it. We have a country here second to
none in Australia, second to none in
agricultural and mineral wealth, more
particulacly in the mineral wealth in
the North-Western territory in which we
intend to build a railway, and no time
will be lost in introducing a Bill for
the railway from Port Hedland to
Marble Bar. Trom the reports made
by Mr. Gregory and the State Mining
Engineer, I am of opinion that the time
is not far distant when there will not
only be one, but two railways to open
up that eountry. One will not be suifi-
cient to open up that large belt of
mineral country which is known to
exist there. Then we have a very pro-
mising distriet which I had the pleasure
of going through a few months ago with
the Premier, the Black Range district,
and I was pleased with the country
and the great possibilities theve. It is
a great auriferous country. The mines
are not down a great depth, only 300 or
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400 feet, but it is a promising country,
there is no guestion about it, and well
worthy of a railway, and that is one of
the first railways which will be built in
the near future.

Hon. R. W. PENNEFATHER (in
reply as mover) : I shall not detain the
House very long, but I rise with the
greatest pleasure to offer a few remarks
before the conclusion of the debate. I
am indeed pleased to see the nice tone
and temperament displayed hy membeus
in addressing themselves to the Speech ;
although independence of judgment has
been expressed in labguage clear and
lueid, yet it has been done in such a
nice inoffensive way that T was quite
pleased and charmed indeed to find my-
self in a Chamber where such was the
course of eonduct. In faet, it called
me back to a certain instance I remem-
ber once reading of, an expression used
most felicitously in one of Fielding’s
works ; it deseribes the care and niceiy
in which a lover pays addresses to his
love. He says in these words, that his
language was not so pointed as to alarm,
or so vague as to be misunderstood. 1t
was cerrainly the happy medium, and
that expresses in this Chamber the
nicety of the expressions that members
indulged in: I am pleased and de-
lighted that this is the eonduect of this
Chamber. I would not of course at-
tempt in a debate of this character to
sum up in a full and compendious way
the observations passed, or any of
them; but I would like to make refer-
ence to one or two observations which
fell from My, McLarty on the question
of the aborigines of the State. He
seemed to me to have quite apparently
misunderstood the standpoint I tonk on
the subject. Ie almost said as much as
that I championed the aborigines to
commit ecrimes, and to commit depre-
dations, and that they were to he

allowed to go unrestricted and un-
restrained. Such was the favthest
idea from my thoughts. I did not

. venture on that aspect of the case at all.

1 spoke out as any other humane person
would when he sees these unfortunate
ereatures in gaol in some of the northern
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parts, chained day after day, week after
week and month after month to each
other; and why? Because it 18 the most
economic way of keeping them under
restraint. 1 see by the newspapers, not
later than this morning—you must. ave
seen i, Mr. President—where the Imper-
ial Parliament has had the matter brought
under iis notice. Members of this Cham-
ber and the people of this State must
ook to their geod fame, and not be held
up like the slave-deivers of old who
treated their slaves like chattels that had
no feeling. Members seem to think that
the only proper way to keep those natives
who commit depredalions on white men’s
properfy, is in chains; I repudiate that
doctrine. What would be thought of a
court or any tribunal bere which treated
a white man like that? Because the State
does not like to go to the expense of con-
strueting a gaol, you are te be chained
to vour fellow prisoner, and kept like
that until you are liberated. But in
these civilised parts, for we are now
speaking as a civilised eountry, and speak-
ing to people actnated by humane
feelings I hope, to perpetuate this system
of c¢haining is wrong; it must come to an
end, or the matter will be brought in such
a forcible way not only before this coun-
try, but bheforve the British-speaking pub-
lic that we shall have to bow our headsin
shame to the universal censure that is
bound to follow. There is only one other
subject on which I should like to say a
few words before sitting down, and that
is a question—the question par excellence
—that engages the attention of the two
Chambers at present ; a question prac-
tically of finance, the question’ of admini-
strative reform, but in both respeects it
leads perhaps to a happy solution of the
finaneial difficulty with which we are sur-
rounded. I allude of coure fo railway
reform. T believe, but may he mistaken,
the Government have manifested the in-
tention at the close of the year to look
about and seleet a competent and suitable
person to manage the railways. Thopel
am mistaken. but if T am not mistaken,
why wait uutil theend of the year todo
that? Why wait until the end of the year
to allow our railways to be managed prac-
tically by the samepeoplewhohavehither-
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to mismanaged them? Look at the loss of
revenune for the half year : it shows most
undoubtedly where the great leakage is,
and once that is stopped there will he no
question of taxation. I feel as sure
about it as L am of my very existence,
and once the leakage is stopped we shall
not be troubled farther with the question
of taxation or a deficit. And whyso? Of
course it has heen pointed out, and
pointed out very strongly and forcibly by
Mr. Moss in that address he delivered, not
more lengthy I am sure than any member
would have wished it, and certainly an
effective uddress it was a pleasure to have
Lo listen to it—he pointed out, and I
thoroughly endorse what he says, that if
we look at the corresponding State on the
other side of the eontinent,” Queensland,
that has exactly the same gauge of rail-
way as our own but twice our mileage,
that while this system with half the mile-
age earns £380,000 a year more income
than Queensland, it spends £330,000 more
than Queensland in order to earn that in-
come, YWhat is the reason of it? There
is no doubt, we cannot disguise the faet,
that there has been gross mismanagement
of a highly extravagant character to cause
suech an expenditure as that. When I
opened the debate I mentioned one
or two items: they in themselves
constituate a large saving. One itemr
alone is oil at stalions and the waste ;
£20,000 more than Queensland pays we
spend in respect of this item. It must
he recollected, and the Colonial Secretary
knows it because he came from that
State, that Queensland -is handicapped in
many respects as to the railway system ;
there are five different railway systems
in Queensland disconneeted with one an-
other. What does that mean ¥ It
means an expenditure out of all propor-
tion to what it would be if they had one
system where all the repairs could be
brought to one shed and effected by one
staff, whereas the repairs have to he
effected on each system and by indepen-
dent staffs. With that encumbrance and
drawback Queensland is able to make an-
nually on her railways, as it did last
year, a saving of £300,000. I do hope
the Government will not wait six months
before making this radieal reform ; be-
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cause if we wait six months, it means
that we are to lose gix months of that
revenue which we can ill afford to lose.
Bearing in mind that the gentleman who
is at present temporarily in charge of
the railways was practically the first
Jientenant to the late Commissioner, and
if he knew his duty properly and knew
of this great exiravagance, if was his
duty tu take a stand, even independently
of the Commissioner. If he knew this
extravagance was going on unchecked,
lie conld have made a public remou-
strance.  [Member : And would have
got the sack for doing so.] He would
not. If he had done that, he would have
brought this question to a head much
sooner than it has been. We have cer-
tainly to thank Mr. Chinn for his able
articles illustrating this snbject, tackling
it in a manner in which no other man
has hitherto tackled it in this State. He
has brought his fizures into such relief
that any man walking or ruoning may
read, and in doing so he has rendered a
great public service. He has shown us
whete the leakage is, and it is for us to
remedy it. 1 hope there will be no
farther delay in changing the manage-
ment of the railway system, because
directly that wmanagement is changed for
improved methods, I believe there are
better days to come. There are many
subjects in the speeches of members
which I might touch on in reply, but
I do not venture to do so. I wish fo
make this observation in passing, that I
am pleased at the evident desire and
anxiety shown by the Colonial Seeretary
to oblige members of this Chamber, and
for this I desire to thank bim most
cordially. It would appear that we have
in this House one or two members who
agree that the franchise for this Cham-
ber ought to be reduced. When this ery
for a reduced franchise is boiled down,
it resolves itself into a plea for one
Chamber. If a man tells you straight
onut that he is in favour of one Chamber,
that discounts at once his honesty of
purpose in asking for a reduetion of
the franchise to £15. Suppose the
franchise were bronght down to £15, we
would be met by a request for a farther
reduction, the advoeate of which would
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say “ Fifteen pounds is too high, I know
many honest wen who ought to have a
vote but who had not got £15; so why
not bring it down to £10 ?”—or perhaps
£5, Then when it has been brought
down to £3, the argument for only one
Chamber becomes irresistible. We would
be: told, “ There is only a difference of
£5 between this class uf elector and that
elass ; therefore what is the necessity
for two Chambers 3* That argument
would then be irresistible. [Hon. J. W.
Wright : Have only this Chamber.]
Exactly ; but I should like to know how
the hon. member would fare if he were
to advocate having only this Chamber,
before those who desire only one Cham-
ber. It is not a imatter of levelling up,
but of levelling down ; and I hope the
day is far distant when that will be
brought about. Members of this House
know full well that it is not sincere, not
bona fide, to say that a reduction in the
franchise for this House is necessary in
the interest of good order and good Gov-
ernment. I beg to thank the House for
its patience in listening to my observa-
tions, and have much pleasure in again
moving the adoption of the Address-in-
Reply.
Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT,

On motion by the Colonial Secretary,
the House adjourned at 8.35 o’clock until
Tuesday, 23rd instant.



